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constantly increasing force of moral obligation can never form substitutes 
for an executive and the physical might upon which its authority rests. 
To accept such a doctrine takes us back to the idealism of Locke and 
Montesquieu. 

As a whole, Professor Hull's book is of decided merit. The style is 
simple and direct. The digest of addresses is well done, and the quota- 
tions given have been well selected. The amount of space given to the 
various subjects is commensurate with their importance. These sub- 
jects are also well arranged for reference, and the volume will be un- 
questionably useful to students of world politics and to instructors in 
presenting to their pupils the progress which has been made by the 
nations toward the removal of the causes and horrors of war. The index 
might be improved. The analytical treatment, preciseness of statement, 
and practical style further commend the book to the general reader, as 
well as to the student of political subjects. 

Robert Lansifs. 

Verfassung und Verwaltungsorganisation der Stadte. 7. Bd. England- 
Frankreich-Nordamerika. Mit Beitragen von F. W. Hirst, H. Ber- 
thelemy, Prank J. Goodnow, Delos F. "Wilcox. Im Auftrag des 
Vereins fur Socialpolitik herausgegeben. Leipzig: Duncker & Hum- 
blot. 1908. Pp. xvii, 227, 229. 

This is the final volume of a survey of municipal organization under- 
taken by the Verein fur Socialpolitik. The first three volumes were 
devoted to Prussia; the fourth, to several of the smaller German States; 
the fifth, to Switzerland ; and the sixth to Austria. The seventh volume 
is devoted to brief accounts of the municipal organization in England, 
France, and the United States. The portion of this volume dealing with 
France is printed in French, and the parts devoted to England and the 
United States are printed in English. The proof-reading has been care- 
lessly done, and, as might have been expected, the German printers have 
made numerous small errors in the English and French texts. There 
is, however, prefixed to the volume an elaborate table of corrections to 
the parts written by Prof. Goodnow and Dr. Wilcox. 

The account of English municipal government consists of a brief dis- 
cussion concerning the general municipal organization in England, and 
of separate discussions of the governments of the cities of London and 
Leeds. This portion of the book is done by the competent hand of 
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Mr. P. W. Hirst, and furnishes perhaps the best brief discussion of 
English municipal government at the present time. 

The discussion of French municipal institutions has been entrusted to 
M. Henry Berthelemy, the well-known authority on administrative law. 
In the brief space of seventy-five pages M. Berthelemy gives an excellent 
account of the French municipal government. It is to be regretted that 
he did not include a discussion of the government of Paris; his treat- 
ment of this city is confined to a few brief passages in which he indicates 
tiie manner in which its organization differs from that of other French 
cities. M. Berthelemy's opinion regarding the political character of the 
conseils municipaux is of interest : 

La grande majorite des eleeteurs des villes est constitute par la population 
ouvriere. Diriges par des comites de politiciens qui ont en vue bien moins les 
interets de la cit6 que la satisfaction d'ambitions personnelles, les ouvriers sont 
facilement dupes des intrigants ou des agitateurs sans scrupules. Les grandes 
villes franchises sont pour la plupart administrees par des assemblies composees 
en majority de gens au dessous de la tache qu'ils assument, et parfois meme 
d'une morality douteuse. (p. 170.) 

In the part of the volume devoted to the United States Prof. Frank J. 
Goodnow contributes an excellent brief account of the position and 
powers of cities in the United States, and Dr. Delos F. Wilcox discusses 
briefly the municipal governments of Washington, New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland, San Francisco, 
and New Orleans. 

It is somewhat difficult to determine to what audience the volume 
under review is addressed. The series as a whole is evidently intended 
for German readers, but the accounts here printed are available only to 
those who read English and French, and in these languages there are 
more exhaustive and more satisfactory accounts of municipal organiza- 
tion than are here given. The general discussions of English, French, 
and American municipal institutions, by Hirst, Berthelemy, and Good- 
now, while excellent, are too brief to be of much value to anyone not 
already possessing some knowledge of municipal administration. Dr. 
Wilcox's work on the government of great American cities is the only 
new matter in the volume, and while it shows defects incident to the 
task of brief summarization, seems well worth being issued in a form 
more available to American readers. 

W. F. Dodd. 



